Instructions for Lower Primary Teachers

Discovering Singapore’s Education Journey

MOE HC Strateqic Thrust 1: Fostering Pride in the Singapore Education Story

About the Package

This learning package helps lower primary students discover the beginnings and growth of
Singapore’s education system. Aligned with the Lower Primary Social Studies syllabus, the
activities can be adapted to different learning needs and abilities. Some activities are optional
and intended as suggestions. Students are encouraged to spend 90 minutes in the gallery.

Key Questions
Teachers can guide students to reflect on:

e Who am | in relation to the people and places around me?
e What unites the people of Singapore as a nation?
e How did Singapore’s schools adapt to meet our needs?

Key Understandings

e My identity is shaped by the communities | belong to.
e Singapore is made up of diverse groups of people.
e People and places adapt to overcome challenges.

Key Concepts

Community

Place

Identity

Common Experiences
Diversity

Change & Continuity

Object-Based Learning
Experiential Learning
Cooperative Learning
Social-Emotional Learning



Introduction
Rule-Setting & Context-Setting

Activity Instructions for Teacher(s)

Defining the Space (5 mins) e Invite students to write their names on Page 1
Introduce the gallery map on Page 2
e Review the ground rules on Page 3

Conversation Cubes (5 mins) e Use the conversation prompts to break the ice

Encourage students to complete Page 4
Cooperative Learning

Invite students to share their responses
Multimedia Console (5 mins)

Play 1-2 selected videos

Direct Group A to the Projection Show

Have Group B view the Multimedia Console videos
Rotate groups afterwards

01 Singapore’s Education Journey

Activity Instructions for Teacher(s)

Projection Show (5 mins) e Play the video Singapore’s Education Journey

e Key Question: How did Singapore’s schools adapt to

Experiential Learning meet our needs?

e Key Understanding: People and places adapt to
overcome challenges.

o Key Concepts: Community, Place, Change and
Continuity




02 Education in the Early Years

Activity Instructions for Teacher(s)

Page 7 (5 mins) e Show students the panels of the early schools
e Explain the significance of these schools

Object-Based Learning e Get them to match the images to the school names
e See Appendix for answers

Page 8 (5 mins) e Explain these efforts as types of schools in Singapore
e Get them to unscramble the words

Object-Based Learning e See Appendix for answers

Page 9 (5 mins) e Remind them that WWII affected students too
e Get volunteers to pull out the discovery boxes

Object-Based Learning e Get the students to complete the matching activity
e See Appendix for answers

Page 10 (5 mins)

Explain that students underwent common experiences
Get volunteers to pull out the discovery boxes
Get them to draw or write what they found out

Page 11 (5 mins)

Get students to work in pairs/small groups:

Key Question: What unites the people of Singapore as
a nation?

Key Understanding: Singapore is made up of diverse
groups of people.

Key Concepts: Diversity, Common Experiences




03 Building a Nation

Activity

Instructions for Teacher(s)

Page 13 (5 mins)

e Show students the video of the teachers marching
Ask the students how the teachers felt
Get them to complete the activity page

Page 14 (5 mins)

Show them the four national campaigns in Singapore
Ask them why they think they were introduced

Get them to write their names and draw their pictures
See Appendix for answers

Page 15 (10 mins)

Show students the mobile library and the artefacts
Ask them to compare their current textbooks to these
e Get the students to draw their favourite textbook cover

Page 16 (5 mins)

e Get students to work in pairs/small groups:

o Key Question: How did Singapore’s schools adapt to
meet our needs?

e Key Understanding: People and places adapt to
overcome challenges.

o Key Conceptsi Places & Common Experiences




04 A Learning Nation

Activity

Instructions for Teacher(s)

Page 18 (5 mins)

Show students the eduPad artefact

Ask them to use adjectives to describe the differences
between an eduPad and a current iPad

Get them to complete the activity page

Page 19 (5 mins)

Show students the various projects by the students
Ask students if they know the difference between
ALPs and LLPs:
o Applied Learning Programmes are for applying
academic skills to real-world scenarios
o Learning for Life Programmes are for
developing social-emotional competencies
Ask them to list 1-2 skills they would like to learn

Page 20 (5 mins)

Get students to work in pairs/small groups:

Key Question: How did Singapore’s schools adapt to
meet our needs?

Key Understanding: People and places adapt to
overcome challenges.

Key Concepts: Change & Continuity, Diversity




05 Our School Building Heritage

Activity

Instructions for Teacher(s)

Page 22 (5 mins)

Get a volunteer to find the school song and sing it
Encourage students to write the lyrics (optional)
Explain the keywords in the school song (optional)

Page 23 (5 mins)

Remind students about their school logo
Ask students to draw their own school uniform
Explain that the school uniform shapes our identity

Page 24 (5 mins)

Get students to work in pairs/small groups:

Key Question: Who am | in relation to the people and
places around me?

Key Understanding: My identity is shaped by the
communities | belong to.

Key Concepts: Community, Place, |dentity




06 Our School Day Memories

Activity

Instructions for Teacher(s)

Page 26 (5 mins) (Optional)

Tell students to look for the items on the page
Ask students to place a tick beside the items once
they have found them in the zone

Page 27 (5 mins)

Introduce the traditional games to the students
Ask them to compare them with their modern games
See Appendix for answers

Page 28 (5 mins) (Optional)

Challenge the students to complete the word search
Use this as a time filler activity, if need be
See Appendix for answers

Page 29 (5 mins)

Explain that common experiences shape our identity
Ask students to write about their favourite school day
Encourage them to draw pictures as well

Page 30 (5 mins)

Get students to work in pairs/small groups:

Key Question: Who am | in relation to the people and
places around me?

Key Understanding: My identity is shaped by the
communities | belong to.

Key Concepts: Common Experiences, Place, Identity




Conclusion

Final Reflections

Activity

Instructions for Teacher(s)

Whole Group Discussion
(10 mins)

e Ask the students which part they liked most and why
e Reiterate the following key understandings:
o My identity can be shaped by the communities

| belong to.

o Singapore is made up of diverse groups of
people.

o We adapt to overcome challenges to meet our
needs.

Page 31 (5 mins)

e Ask students to write down their biggest takeaway

Pages 32-33 (5 mins)

e Encourage students to write a note to their teachers
Ask students to complete the colouring page at home
e Encourage them to show their work to their parents




Appendix

Page 7 Answers

1819-1899: Our Roots in the 19th Century
4 Early Schools in Singapore

Draw a line from each picture to its name.

Tamiil Girls’ School

Rampong Glam
Malay School

St Margaret’s
School

Chongwen Ge




Page 8 Answers

1900-1941: Education in the Early 20th Century
Types of Schools in Singapore

Unscramble the letters to find the type of school!

1. S-1-S-M-O-I-N

MISSION Schools

2. L-I-M-A-T

TAMIL Schools

3. A-L-Y-M-A

MALAY Schools

4. H-E-N-1-S-E-C

CHINESE Schools
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Page 9 Answers

1942-1945: Surviving World War Il

World War Il Experiences

Use the tactile interactives to complete each sentence!

During the days when there were Japanese

air raid SIRENS.

bombing raids, it was really important to listen to

In the classroom, we learned basic
JAPANESE conversational phrases.

hunger: TAPIOCA and SWEET POTATO.

We substituted rice with these to satisfy our

As a Boy Scout, I had a special assignment in

the days before war broke out. I was a
messenger for the BRITISH.

kSweet Potato ﬁ Tapioca

r N
Word Bank
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Page 14 Answers

1979-1996: Meeting Our Challenges

4 National Campaigns
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Page 27 Answers

Our School Day Memories

4 Traditional Games
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Page 28 Answers
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